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Those personal animosities would break out and
overawe the civil authorities, but for the presence
there of the troops of the United States. . . .
They are more unfriendly to Union men, natives
of the State of Tennessee, t or of the South, who
have been in the Union army, than they are to
men of Northern birth/'

In the border States society was sharply divid-
ed and feeling was bitter. In eastern Tennessee,
eastern Kentucky, West Virginia, and parts of Ar-
kansas and Missouri returning Confederates met
harsher treatment than did the Unionists in the
lower South. Trowbridge says of east Tennes-
see: "Returning rebels were robbed; and if one
had stolen unawares to his home, it was not safe
for him to remain there. I saw in Virginia one
of these exiles, who told me how homesickly he
pined for the hills and meadows of east Tennessee,
which he thought the most delightful region in
the world. But there was a rope hanging from a
tree for him there, and he dared not go back.
'The bottom rails are on top,* said he, 'that is the
trouble/ The Union element, and the worst part
of the Union element, was uppermost." Con-
federates and Confederate sympathizers in Mary-
land, West Virginia, Tennessee, and Kentucky